CHAPTER - II 


EARLY LIFE OF JOHANNES SANDEGREN 


Johannes Sandegren , born November 20, 1883 in Vandiyur Teppakulam in 
Madurai . Sandegren was born in South India as a member of a German-Swedish 
missionary family. His father bought a Prickly pear forest in Ponnagaram area in 
Madurai. On those days there was a fear the robbers in this area. His father cleaned 
the forest and built a School and a hostel for the students. During these days 
Sandegren got opportunity to spend his time and dealing with students of the same 
school and staying there. The parents were the missionary, theologian, Dr. Carl 
Jacob Sandegren from Nasinge in Bohuslan and Theodore Kremmer. The father 
had traveled to South India as a missionary in 1869 and the parents met there. The 
mother was the daughter of a German missionary. Three of their sons became 


Swedish missionaries in India. 


In 1887 Johannes Sandegren went to Tranquebar with their parents to 
attending his Grandfather death ceremonial practices. There he was attracted by 
Grapes gardens, people gathering in the evening at Seashore Beach and Musical 
instruments played by Military Soldiers. Again he visited Tranquebar in 1889 to 


Attending Snide Conference . 


At the age of Six Johannes was sent to Europe for higer study. On those days 
there was only availability is Ship Journey. So parents of Sandegren planned well 
and they travelled with his son from Nagapattinam to Colombu. There they sendoff 
their son to Europe. All the other sons of Missionaries also accompanied with him. 
During the Sea Voyage the ship was shaked while the ship was moving, he sat on 
the Wooden chair nearby one small girl also sat, his chair was hitted and girl was 
fell down. Immediately the Miss. Jeatsmen, the incharge of the Missionary team 
scolded Sandegren. After sometime incharge forgive their activities to Sandegren, 
but he thought this is the first stone of Sadness. Sandegren reached came down 
from the German ship and stayed with his guru Sangai Anthumaan. Then he 
reached Butzow. Butzow is a town in the district of Rostock in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, Germany, centered on Butzower. There he was brought by Sangai 


Eilfield, former Indian Missioner to his home. 


Bexell was the son of the church leader Josef Bexell in Langaryd and his 
wife Maria Hansson. He studied in Lund and Leipzig and was prestigious in Vaxjo 
in 1887 and then traveled, inspired by Peter Fjellstedt and CA Ouchterlony , 
among others, to India as the Church missionary of Sweden. He worked there 
throughout his life and working at various mission stations. In 1927, he was 


elected bishop of Tranquebarin the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church . He 


became Emeritus in 1934.He translated classic Christian literature into 
the Tamil language and published in 1933 an English-Tamil dictionary, the so- 
called Tranquebar Dictionary , which was the result of the work of a lifetime and 


facilitated the relations between Tamils and European culture. 


In the 20th century, Rev. Paul Sandegren was a brother of Johannes 
Sandegren and pioneer missionary of the church of Sweden mission. He was called 
as Paul Apostle in the Holy Bible because he sacrificed and devoted his whole life 
to the poor people in Tamil Nadu and was ordained in 1913. Between 1915 to 
1925, he served various places in Madurai, Virudunagar, Chinaiypura, Chinna 
kollai and Sattur. During the time of his services in 1915, struggle stared between 
and Hindu and Muslims in Nadukkottai. In 1920 the conflict begun with police and 


Kallar community. This struggle led to up normal situation in these areas. 


The British Government also called for Kallar community as crimed 
community. In this critical situation, Rev. Paul Sandegren has entered into the 
areas and helped them. After this incident, Most of them were changed their 
attitudes and their behavior. His services were wonderful one to this particular 
community. The Rev. Paul Sandegren built the church at Usilampatti. The four 
pillars that stand outside represent the four gospel workers and the twelve pillars 


within the church represent twelve disciples. He dedicated the second place of 


worship for the Holy Redeemer’s Lutheran church congregation at the rear end of 
Union Christian Higher secondary school, Madurai on 23rd May 1954. He entered 


into eternal rest in the year 1972. 


Gurukkal Theological Lutheran College was founded by Johannes 
Sandegren in 1927. Bishop Johannes Sandegren, the first Principal of the college, 
named it Gurukkal, meaning a Guru (Teacher) living together with his Sishyas 
(Disciples). Though it was planned at an All India Level it was only in July 
1931that the United Lutheran Theological College( Gurukkal) was established with 
students and staff from mostly Lutheran Churches in India. The college has seen a 
number of initiatives, bringing about in the present time an institution, which 
welcomes students from different Churches and traditions, and has a central focus 


on Dalit Liberation Theology and Feminist studies. 


Sandegren was primed in Vasteras in 1906 and back in 1907 to India as a 
missionary. In 1915 he returned to Sweden and became fil.lic. in Sanskrit and 
religious history. In India he was then active in Madurai.In 1927 he took the 
initiative for the founding of TELC's Theological College Gurukul in Madras , 
where he became director. In 1934, he became a bishop of Tranquebar in the Tamil 


Evangelical Lutheran Church ( TELC ) and Emeritus in 1956. He made a 


significant effort to strengthen and one of the different Lutheran churches in India 


and he took the initiative for " 


The Federation of the Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India " (FELCI) in 
1928, where he succeeded in a church building in India with various countries' 
missionary organizations such as. He initiated a joint psalm book 1926 (several 
later editions), " Cantica Evangelica ", and a common liturgy. TELC had diaspora 
work in Malaysia and Sandegren in 1952 initiated the development of an 
independent Lutheran church with its own bishop. Against this background, he was 
also active in ecumenical contexts in India and sought further church unions. He 


was appointed in 1932 at the University of Rostock in Theology. 


